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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  CITY  OF  TRURO  1972 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Services 
for  the  City  of  Truro  for  the  year  1972. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  for  the  City  is  15,310,  an  increase  of  210  over 
last  year.  The  number  of  live  births  was  210  and  the  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes 
was  204,  and  I  am  happy  to  report  that  no  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  during 
the  year. 

As  regards  Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  this  continues  to  be  the  commonest  single  cause 
of  death  in  adults,  there  being  55  cases  in  1972  compared  with  53  cases  in  1971. 

The  proportion  of  males  to  female  deaths  remains  the  same  i.e.  two  to  one. 

As  regards  infectious  diseases  the  year  was  relatively  free  from  statutory  notifiable 
diseases.  It  is  not  often  appreciated  that  a  single  case  of  T.B.  usually  involves  the 
Health  Visitor  in  considerable  work  in  tracing  and  getting  contacts  up  for  X-ray  and 
giving  B.C.G.  protection  to  those  negative  reactors  who  require  it.  The  room 
previously  occupied  by  an  open  case  is  disinfected  by  the  Public  Health  Department 
while  the  patient  is  in  hospital.  Pulmonary  T.B.  cases  reported  amounted  to  three 
in  the  September  quarter  1972.  Although  much  has  been  done  to  reduce  the  overall 
incidence  of  this  disease  in  the  community,  it  will  prove  very  hard  to  eliminate  the 
few  chronic  cases  who  have  come  to  terms  with  this  disease,  but  remain  a  danger  to 
others. 

In  1972  the  Council  reconsidered  the  question  of  fluoridation  of  public  water 
supplies  and  I  am  happy  to  record  that  it  has  changed  its  previous  decision  and  now 
wishes  to  fluoridate. 

With  regard  to  other  environmental  matters  the  modernisation  of  houses  continues 
there  being  some  500  houses  equally  divided  in  number  between  private  and  Council 
property  which  need  partial  or  full  modernisation  of  a  total  5,200  in  the  City.  This 
was  the  figure  by  the  end  of  1972.  Delay  in  modernisation  is  often  unavoidable  as 
many  of  these  houses  are  occupied  by  elderly  people,  and  it  is  the  policy  of  this 
Council  in  these  cases  to  wait  until  the  houses  become  vacant,  as  the  disturbance 
to  the  occupier  would  be  too  much  if  renovation  was  attempted  to  be  done  with 
someone  in  occupation. 

With  regard  to  the  body  of  the  Report,  unless  otherwise  stated  the  figures  for  the 
personal  services  apply  to  the  whole  of  Health  Area  No.  3. 


1. 


I  would  like  to  thank  Miss  V.M.  Graham,  the  Area  Nursing  Officer,  for  all  the  help 
she  has  given  me  and  for  the  many  years  of  devoted  service  she  has  given  to  the 
nursing  profession.  This  is  her  last  year  of  service  in  the  County  and  she  retires  in 
November,  1972,  We  also  wish  her  successor  well  —  Mrs.  Perry. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  all  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  their  consideration  and  support  throughout  the  year,  and  to  Mr.  Marsh 
and  his  Staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation. 

I  would  also  like  to  thank  the  Clerical  Staff  at  The  beats  for  their  help  in  this  report 
and  for  their  work  throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.W.J.  HINGSTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  City  of  Truro. 


25th  May,  1973 


VITAL  STATISTICS  -  TRURO  M.B.,  1972 


Local  Authority  Area 


Estimated  mid-year  home 


Males 


Females  Total 


Eng.  &  Wales 


— 

— 

15,310 

49,028,900 

Live  births: 

Total 

119 

91 

210 

725,405 

Legitimate 

107 

85 

192 

662,907 

Illegitimate 

12 

6 

18 

62,498 

Stillbirths: 

Total 

3 

— 

3 

8,794 

Legitimate 

2 

— 

2 

7,846 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

948 

Total  live  and  stillbirths: 

Total 

122 

91 

213 

734,199 

Legitimate 

109 

85 

194 

670,753 

Illegitimate 

13 

6 

19 

63,446 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year: 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

12,494 

Legitimate 

— 

— 

— 

11,177 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

1,317 

Under  4  weeks  of  age: 

Total 

8,373 

Legitimate 

— 

— 

— 

7,503 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

870 

Under  1  week  of  age: 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

7,142 

Legitimate 

— 

— 

— 

6,365 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

777 

Deaths  —  all  ages: 

89 

115 

204 

591,907 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  -  TRURO  M.B.,  1972 


No.  of 
inhabited 
houses 


Rateable 

Value 


Product  of 
Penny 
Rate 


No.  of  houses 
built  since 
1945 


No.  of 
families  on 
waiting  lists 
of  houses 


L.A. 

area 


England 

and 

Wales 


5,616  £864,933  £20,055  2,462  377 


Area  of  City  (Acres)  2,634 


Live  Birth  rates,  etc.: 

Live  births  per  1,000  home  population  (crude  rate) 

13.7 

14.8 

Area  comparability  factor 

.99 

1.00 

Local  adjusted  rate 

13.6 

14.8 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 

.92 

1.00 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage  of  all  live  births 

9 

9 

Stillbirth  rate: 

Stillbirths  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

14 

12 

Infant  mortality  rates: 


Deaths  under  1  year  per  1,000  live  births 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1  year  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1  year  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 

— 

17 

17 

21 

Neonatal  mortality  rates: 

Deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  live  births 

_ 

12 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate: 

Deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  total  live  births 

10 

Perinatal  mortality  rate: 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week  combined,  per  1,000 
total  live  and  stillbirths 

14 

22 

Death  rates,  etc.  —  all  ages: 

Deaths  per  1,000  home  population  (crude  rate) 

13.3 

12.1 

Area  comparability  factor 

.79 

1.00 

Local  adjusted  rate 

10.5 

12.1 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 

.87 

1.00 

4. 


Birth,  Death,  Infant  Mortality  Rates  since  1952  for  Truro  City 


Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Infant  Mortality 

Rate 

1952 

14.7 

13.6 

51.8 

1953 

14.3 

12.1 

42.8 

1954 

14.0 

9.0 

15.8 

1955 

12.9 

12.1 

28.4 

1956 

14.6 

12.5 

40.2 

1957 

12.9 

11.0 

17.0 

1958 

12.4 

11.3 

17.6 

1960 

12.7 

11.0 

23.0 

1962 

15.2 

12.3 

24.0 

1963 

14.9 

12.6 

19.8 

1964 

14.4 

9.4 

15.1 

1965 

15.8 

13.5 

9.0 

1966 

13.7 

11.4 

31.4 

1967 

15.6 

10.1 

13.6 

1968 

15.1 

10.5 

23.4 

1969 

17.0 

11.2 

0.0 

1970 

13.7 

10.5 

10.0 

1971 

14.3 

12.5 

19.0 

1972 

13.6 

10.5 

0.0 

Incidence  of  Statutory  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  notified  per  quarter  1972 


Infective  Jaundice 

March 

June 

Sept. 

2 

Dec. 

Total 

2 

Pul.  T.B. 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Measles 

1 

4 

1 

— 

6 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Malaria 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

5. 


Table  showing  deaths  due  to  coronary  disease  and  Truro  City  Population  Figures 


Year 

Death  due  to  Coronary  Disease 

Population 

1952 

17 

13,230 

1953 

14 

13,350 

1954 

17 

13,420 

1955 

14 

13,460 

1956 

25 

13,510 

1957 

22 

13,540 

1958 

30 

13,520 

1959 

24 

13,510 

1960 

18 

13,570 

1961 

27 

1 3,460 

1962 

35 

13,620 

1963 

42 

1 3,900 

1964 

37 

14,240 

1965 

34 

14,290 

1966 

34 

14,340 

1967 

48 

14,430 

1968 

39 

14,500 

1969 

51 

14,590 

1970 

50 

14,560 

1971 

53 

15,100 

1972 

55 

15,310 

4  year  period 

Deaths 

Death  rate  for  4  year 
period  per  100,000 

1952-55 

62 

115  per  100,000 

1956-59 

101 

186  per  100,000 

1960-63 

122 

223  per  100,000 

1964-67 

153 

267  per  100,000 

1968-71 

193 

398  per  100,000 

6. 
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B46(5)  Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


1.  Ante-Natal  Clinics  &  Midwifery  Services 

All  ante-natal  clinics  are  held  at  13  group  practices  throughout  this  Health  Area  usually 
on  a  weekly  basis  and  are  attended  by  midwives  attached  to  the  practices.  2,153  ante¬ 
natal  visits  to  the  homes  were  made  by  District  midwives  in  this  area.  The  13  practices 
in  this  Health  Area  held  a  total  of  584  ante-natal  clinics,  and  2,468  domiciliary  visits 
were  made  by  midwives  to  mothers  returning  home  after  delivery  in  hospital. 

1,666  visits  were  made  to  the  1 13  domiciliary  births  delivered  by  District  midwives. 
This  figure  must  be  considered  in  relation  to  the  total  of  923  live  births  registered  in 
the  four  districts  comprising  this  Health  Area.  The  proportion  of  domiciliary  births 
to  the  total  is  12%.  This  figure  varies  between  4%  and  20%  in  the  four  districts.  No 
doubt  the  greater  difficulty  in  summoning  emergency  aid  in  Rural  areas  and  other 
factors  determine  that  the  percentage  of  home  deliveries  in  the  Rural  areas  is  smaller 
than  for  the  towns. 


Number  of  Home  Deliveries  as  Percentage  of  Total  Live  Births 


1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

Falmouth 

49 

48 

38 

32 

31 

26 

18 

Truro  City 

53 

45 

34 

27 

35 

26 

20 

Truro  Rural 

36 

35 

31 

32 

19 

10 

4 

Penryn 

65 

57 

45 

36 

15 

17 

18 

As  regards  the  majority  of  women  delivered  in  hospital  or  other  institutions  and  who 
return. home  to  be  looked  after  by  domiciliary  midwives  before  the  10th  day  after 
delivery,  19%  are  discharged  home  as  planned  or  unplanned  early  discharge  cases 
within  2  days,  17%  on  or  after  the  8th  day  and  the  majority  i.e.  64%  are  discharged 
home  between  the  3rd  and  7th  day. 

It  must  be  understood  that  the  Registrar  General's  figures  of  923  live  births  for  this 
area  represents  births  to  women  normally  resident  in  this  Health  area  and  does  not 
necessarily  represent  the  place  of  birth.  From  the  annual  returns  of  midwives  it  will 
be  seen  that  if  the  number  of  births  discharged  from  hospital  and  looked  after  by 
domiciliary  midwives  on  their  return  home  in  this  Health  Area  are  combined  with  the 
number  of  domiciliary  births  undertaken  by  midwives  at  home,  they  amount  to  only 
464  of  the  total  of  923. 

Most  of  this  discrepancy  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  many  women  who  are 
delivered  In  hospital  and  return  home  at  the  end  of  a  week,  are  visited  and  looked 
after  by  the  Health  Visitor,  who  in  this  county  is  more  likely  than  not  to  be  a  triple 
worker,  i.e.  combined  midwife,  nurse,  and  Health  Visitor,  and  it  is  in  this  capacity 
as  Health  Visitor  that  the  case  returning  from  the  Maternity  hospital  is  registered 
in  her  returns  as  a  child  born  in  the  calendar  year.  Nevertheless,  the  number  of 
early  discharge  cases  continues  to  occupy  the  domiciliary  midwife  in  a  larger  number 
of  home  visits. 
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2.  With  regards  to  General  Nursing  Services  in  this  area,  the  attachment  of  nurses 
to  G.P.'s  surgeries  has  resulted  in  5,332  visits  to  surgeries  by  Home  nurses  and  the 
treating  of  2,557  cases  at  surgeries.  The  number  of  new  cases  first  visited  and  treated 
at  the  patients  homes  for  nursing  purposes  is  35  for  children  under  5  years,  569 
persons  seen  aged  between  5-64  years  and  1,396  persons  over  65  years  of  age.  These 
figures  reflect  those  for  all  attached  nurses  in  this  area,  but  for  new  cases  first  seen 
and  treated  at  G.P.'s  premises  a  greater  proportion  are  in  the  5-64  age  group  i.e.  70 
new  cases  under  5  years  of  age,  393  in  those  aged  5-64  and  226  in  the  over  65's. 

In  a  few  instances  of  nurse  attachment  some  ill  children  are  first  seen  and  treated  by  the 
District  Nurse  in  the  G.P.'s  surgery  rather  than  in  the  home.  The  greater  proportion  of 
work  done  as  seen  in  the  number  of  visits  to  the  homes  by  the  District  Nurse  is  still 
with  the  elderly  and  handicapped,  and  in  terms  of  numbers  this  amounts  to  65,803 
visits  for  general  purposes  of  all  age  groups,  which,  for  the  33  nurses  in  this  area  means 
an  average  of  about  2,000  visits  per  nurse  per  year.  Dealing  with  geriatric  cases  can  be 
time  consuming  as  many  need  dressings  and  toilet  care  and  are  unable  physically  to 
help  themselves  or  the  nurse  when  she  comes  to  treat  them  at  their  homes. 

3.  Health  Visiting 

With  regard  to  the  annual  returns  from  Health  Visitors,  1,099  new  cases  of  children 
born  in  the  calendar  year  were  seen  by  the  18  Health  Visitors  who  work  in  this 
area,  and  3,597  new  cases  under  5  years  not  including  those  born  in  the  calendar  year. 
The  number  of  cases  of  the  working  age  population  aged  17-64  seen  by  the  Health 
Visitors  was  345  compared  with  976  elderly  persons  over  65  years  of  age.  As  regards 
the  work  load  and  visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors,  17,054  visits  to  children  under  5 
years  of  age  were  made  compared  with  2,973  visits  to  those  over  65  years.  This  would 
indicate  that  not  only  are  there  more  children  visited  compared  with  the  elderly  but 
that  the  amount  of  visits  per  child  is  about  4  compared  with  3  per  elderly  person.  This 
is  to  be  expected,  especially  with  regards  to  visits  to  the  new  born  and  young  mothers. 
Immunisation  work  at  G.P.  surgeries  and  County  Clinics,  Health  education,  screening 
tests  for  hearing  in  the  young  child,  school  work  requiring  attendance  at  medical 
examination  of  school  children  and  hygiene  inspections  at  schools,  and  work  at 
County  child  welfare  clinics  make  up  the  rest  of  the  Health  Visitors  work. 

Specialised  duties  involving  the  after-care  problems  of  hospitalised  children  leaving  the 
wards  of  the  City  Hospital,  and  the  after-care  in  selected  cases  of  the  elderly  leaving 
Barncoose  Hospital,  and  work  involving  T.B.  follow  up  of  cases  and  contacts  is  under¬ 
taken  by  3  Health  Visitors  in  this  area  in  addition  to  their  general  duties  as  attached 
staff  to  practices.  Because  a  practice  is  situated  in  one  district,  it  does  not  mean  that 
the  patients  are  limited  to  that  district  alone,  and  for  this  reason  the  returns  from  the 
attached  County  nursing  staff  are  not  related  to  any  defined  area.  As  a  result  this 
report  as  it  concerns  the  personal  nursing  services  has  not  attempted  to  separate  the 
figures  for  each  district  except  where  statutory  returns  are  required  e.g.  births  and 
notifiable  diseases.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  this  part  of  the  annual  reports  for  the  four 
sanitary  districts  is  repeated  in  each  district,  and  it  is  not  perhaps  insignificant  that 
these  services  will  be  considered  as  one  entity  after  April  1974  when  the  four  districts 
become  one. 
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Immunisation  Figures  for  the  whole  of  Health  Area  III,  1972 


YEAR  OF  BIRTH 


1972 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1965-68 

Others 

Total 

Total 

Under 

1972 

1971 

16 

Primary  Doses 

Triple  DTP 

212 

544 

18 

5 

14 

4 

797 

827 

Polio 

212 

544 

19 

5 

22 

5 

807 

847 

Measles 

343 

251 

52 

67 

4 

717 

773 

Reinforcing  Doses 

T riple  DTP 

9 

618 

171 

20 

19 

5 

842 

883 

D/Tet 

3 

4 

2 

789 

78 

876 

834 

Tetanus 

2 

3 

3 

42 

177 

227 

167 

Polio 

8 

621 

177 

22 

835 

131 

1,794 

1,763 

B.C.G.  for  13  year  olds 

899 

965 

Rubella  13  year  old  girls 

401 

550 

5.  Ambulance  Service  (Sec.  27) 

This  Service  is  under  direct  County  control  through  Ambulance  Headquarters  and 
thus  no  report  on  the  day  to  day  administration  is  given. 

6.  Prevention  —  Care  and  After-Care 

Under  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948  sec.  47  1951  amendment,  three  elderly  persons 
living  in  the  City  were  found  to  be  in  need  of  care  and  attention  and  were  living  under 
insanitary  conditions  and  were  removed  by  Court  Order  to  Barncoose  Hospital. 

The  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Committee  continue  to  give  supporting  services  in  the  City 
with  W.R.V.S.  providing  the  mobile  meals  service.  The  number  served  over  the  12 
month  period  was  3,628  with  an  average  of  36  persons  served  twice  weekly.  This  was 
an  increase  of  199  meals  over  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 

With  regard  to  chiropody,  51  sessions  were  held  during  1972  with  7-8  treatments  at 
each  session.  82  attended  with  402  treatments  given.  Transport  was  provided  on  120 
occasions. 

Visiting  the  elderly  in  their  homes  is  arranged  through  the  Red  Cross  representatives 
on  the  Committee  and  the  International  Voluntary  Service  is  able  to  give  appreciable 
help  in  home  decoration  and  garden  work.  To  help  meet  the  cost  of  the  chiropody 
service,  grants  are  provided  by  the  City  Council  and  the  County  Council. 

A  lot  of  voluntary  work  and  time  is  put  in  by  the  organisers  and  helpers  and  I  feel 
we  should  all  thank  them  for  the  valuable  work  which  is  much  appreciated  by  the 
elderly  of  the  City. 
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Medical  Loans 


A  supply  of  domiciliary  aids  for  the  handicapped  is  available  through  the  Health  Area 
Office  and  a  wide  variety  of  other  equipment  required  in  the  home  such  as  bed  pans, 
urinals  and  bed  rests  are  obtainable  through  the  County  Welfare  Department  and  the 
British  Red  Cross  Society. 

Yellow  Fever  Innoculations 

The  beats  is  a  registered  centre  for  this  immunisation  and  during  1972,  283  cases  were 
immunised  prior  to  going  abroad  compared  with  283  last  year. 

Cervical  Cytology 

Cervical  smear  clinics  have  continued  in  Truro  and  Falmouth.  Out  of  the  total  of  747 
cases  seen  at  these  clinics  during  1972,  2  positive  were  detected. 

Home  Helps 

This  service  is  now  administered  by  the  Social  Services  Department.  However,  it  may 
be  of  interest  to  know  that  out  of  a  total  of  651  cases  receiving  assistance  in  the  whole 
of  Health  Area  No.  3,  568  cases  were  over  the  age  of  65  years. 
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CITY  OF  TRURO 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT,  1972 

Mr.  Mayor,  Mesdames  and  Gentlemen, 

Whilst  it  is  true  than  man  cannot  live  without  having  some  effect  on  the  environment 
there  is  now  becoming  an  increasing  awareness  on  the  part  of  individuals  and  nations 
that  the  deliberate  or  accidental  contamination  of  the  environment  with  man's  waste 
should  be  carefully  examined  and  brought,  wherever  possible,  under  control.  It  is 
relatively  easy  to  set  out  an  ideal  of  improving  environments  which  suffer  from 
pollution  and  protecting  environments  which  are  free  from  pollution.  Unfortunately 
pollution  control,  in  most  cases  costly,  may  not  be  fully  reconcilable  with  the  people's 
desires  to  enjoy  decent  standards  of  living  and  a  high  quality  of  life  and  many  difficult 
choices  may  have  to  be  made.  There  is  one  thing,  however,  that  all  of  us  can  do.  We 
can  make  our  awn  individual,  everyday  contribution  towards  controlling  pollution  by 
thinking  first  of  the  effect  many  of  our  actions  may  have  on  our  neighbours,  the  air 
we  breathe,  our  rivers  and  streams  and  the  countryside. 

For  the  first  time  in  many  years  there  were  no  staff  changes  during  1972  and  the 
Department  once  more  began  to  function  as  a  team  intent  on  maintaining  the  standards 
set  in  nineteen  fifties  and  sixties.  With  the  expectation  of  heavier  work  loads  in  1973 
connected  with  the  reorganisation  of  local  government  a  greater  degree  of  delegation 
was  introduced  which  allowed  your  Chief  Inspector  to  play  his  proper  part  in  the 
Council's  management  team  of  Chief  Officers. 

Sewerage  schemes  occupied  a  great  deal  of  the  Public  Health  Committee's  time  and 
the  Housing  and  Public  Works  Committees  set  in  motion  very  large  schemes  for  the 
modernisation  of  older  units  of  Council  housing.  The  Welfare  Sub  Committee  was 
provided  with  monies  to  upgrade  Old  People's  Dwellings  which  had  fallen  below 
present  day  standards  in  design,  facilities  and  fire  precautions. 

The  Department  concentrated  on  the  modernisation  of  houses  in  the  private  sector 
and  some  of  this  work  was  reflected  in  the  eighty-nine  improvement  grants  which 
were  approved  during  the  year  and  the  nine  hundred  and  fifty-two  improvements 
which  were  effected  in  houses  in  the  City.  The  persuasion  of  owners  to  improve  their 
houses  is  not  easy  and  is  almost  impossible  in  the  case  of  tenanted  houses  but  the 
Housing  Committee  and  Public  Health  Committee  co-operated  to  a  maximum  to 
ensure  that  when  tenants  of  substandard  houses  were  rehoused  the  houses  were  put 
out  of  use  until  they  were  made  fit. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  again  gave  cause  for  anxiety.  Mining  interests  continued  to 
delay  the  preparation  of  a  new  tipping  area  at  Wheal  Maid  in  the  Rural  Area  and 
tipping  at  Newham  had  to  be  carried  out  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  way  to  conserve 
space  for  the  City's  refuse.  Although  it  is  known  that  refuse  disposal  will  be  a  County 
Authority  function  after  reorganisation  the  City  Council  has  no  wish  to  pass  on  this 
problem  without  making  a  determined  effort  to  solve  it  in  the  short  or  long  term. 
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I  again  express  my  sincere  appreciation  for  the  support  I  have  received  from  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  who  have  been  so  helpful 
and  interested  in  the  work  of  the  Department,  to  Dr.  Hingston  for  his  help  and  advice 
and  to  the  staff  and  workpeople  of  the  Department  for  their  loyal  service  during  the 
year. 


F.  MARSH, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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Establishment  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector's  Department: 


Office:  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
Technical  Assistant 

Student  Public  Health  Inspector  at  the  University  of  Aston  in  Birmingham 
Clerk/Typist  (Housing) 

Clerk/Typist  (Public  Health) 

Junior  Clerk/Typist 

Outdoor:  Public  Cleansing  Sub  Foreman 

Refuse  Collection  Vehicle  Drivers  (3) 

Labourer/Driver  (1) 

Refuse  Collectors  (9) 

Street  Orderlies  (4) 

Mechanical  Sweeper  Driver 

Refuse  Tip  Attendant  (to  August  1972) 

Cesspit/Gully  Emptier  Driver 
Cesspit/Gully  Emptier  Attendant 
Public  Convenience  Cleaner 
Full-time  Lady  Convenience  Cleaners  (4) 

Part-time  Lady  Convenience  Cleaners  (5) 

General  Duty  Labourer 

Wardens  to  Old  People's  Dwelling  (15) 

TOTAL  =  55 


HOUSING 

Provision  of  New  Houses 

Thirty-two  Old  People's  Flats  were  built  at  Baynards  Close  during  the  year.  One 
hundred  and  one  dwellings  were  provided  by  private  enterprise.  Plans  to  build  eleven 
Old  People's  Dwellings  and  Warden's  accommodation  in  Strangways  Terrace,  eleven 
Old  People's  Dwellings  and  Warden's  accommodation  in  the  George  Street  Redevel¬ 
opment  Area,  four  Old  People's  Dwellings  at  St.  Thomas  Close,  Malabar,  twenty-four 
Old  People's  Dwellings  and  Wardens  Accommodation  at  St.  Clements  Street,  twenty 
three-bedroom  houses  on  an  infilling  area  at  Malabar  and  three  specially  designed 
dwellings  for  families  with  a  disabled  member  at  Carew  Pole  Close,  all  proceeded  very 
slowly  during  the  year.  Whilst  all  connected  with  the  building  of  Council  accommod¬ 
ation  do  their  best  to  move  as  fast  as  possible  constant  frustrations  crop  up  which 
tend  to  make  the  period  between  initial  approval  by  the  Housing  Committee  to  the 
final  occupation  of  the  dwellings  anything  up  to  three  years.  The  majority  of  the 
above  units  of  accommodation  were  mentioned  in  my  report  for  1971  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  only  a  small  number  of  them  will  be  completed  before  March  1974. 
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Inspection  and  Repair  of  Houses 

This  work  consisted  of  inspection  of  houses  following  complaints  from  occupiers, 
inspections  in  connection  with  the  Unfit  House  Programme  and  the  repair  of  houses 
in  conjunction  with  improvement  grants.  288  inspections  of  privates  houses  were 
made;  125  Council  houses  were  inspected  and  952  repairs  and  improvements  were 
effected  to  dwellinghouses  after  action  by  your  Inspectors. 

Unfit  House  Programme 

Between  1956  and  1972,  435  unfit  houses  were  dealt  with.  330  were  demolished 
and  the  remainder  closed.  During  the  year  the  Housing  and  Public  Works  Com¬ 
mittees  brought  to  the  contract  stage  the  improvement  of  241  Council  properties. 

Late  in  the  year  the  Public  Health  Committee  received  from  your  Inspector  a  list 
detailing,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  all  the  unfit  properties  remaining  in  the  City. 
Of  the  ninety-eight  dwellings  listed  thirty-eight  are  owned  by  the  City  Council; 
forty -eight  are  vacant;  twenty -six  are  to  be  reconditioned  and  improved;  thirty-two 
are  to  be  demolished  and  the  remainder  are  either  closed  or  to  be  closed.  The  list 
should  be  read  In  the  context  that  there  are  5,220  houses  In  the  City  (1971)  and 
that  less: than  250  private  houses  lack  the  five  standard  amenities  and  241  Council 
properties  are  being  modernised. 

Reconditioning  and  Improvement  of  Houses 

In  1972,  79  Discretionary  Grants  and  10  Standard  Grants  were  approved.  The 
measure  of  co-operation  between  the  City  Surveyor's  Department  and  this  Depart¬ 
ment  on  house  improvement  has  always  been  good  and  procedures  have  been 
adopted  between  the  Departments  and  the  City  Treasurer's  office  which,  it  is  believed, 
will  try  to  give  houseowners  and  tenants  full  information  before  they  embark  on  an 
improvement  scheme  which,  whilst  giving  Immediate  benefits  of  improved  facilities, 
will  take  quite  a  long  time  to  pay  for  even  with  grant  aid.  New  administrative  pro¬ 
cedures  for  house  improvement  were  introduced  in  March  and  these  were  designed 
to  reduce  to  a  minimum  the  time  taken  between  a  house  owner  enquiring  about  a 
grant  and  the  final  approval  of  a  grant.  Government  publications  on  grants  were 
supplemented  by  distribution  to  enquirers  of  simple  details  of  the  standards  required 
by  the  City  Council  on  completion,  lists  of  defects  for  properties  requiring  more  than 
the  standard  grant  and  advice  on  the  procedure  to  be  followed  to  avoid  delays.  In 
May  it  was  proposed  to  investigate  designating  the  Rosewin  Hill  area  as  a  General 
Improvement  area  and  public  meetings  with  owners  and  occupiers  of  the  properties 
involved  were  held  throughout  the  year.  The  exercise  demonstrated  the  amount  of 
co-operation  needed  between  owners,  occupiers,  the  county  planning  department 
and  all  departments  of  the  City  Council.  It  brought  in  too  the  public  utility  boards. 

It  Is  unlikely  that  the  present  City  Council  will  see  an  Improvement  Area  brought 
to  fruition  but  the  experience  gained  by  all  who  participated  will  be  invaluable. 

Qualification  Certificates  —  Housing  Act  1969/Housing  Finance  Act  1972 

Four  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  were  received.  Three  were  granted 
and  one  refused. 
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Two  applications  for  Provisional  Qualification  Certificates  were  granted. 

Welfare  Services  to  Old  People's  Accommodation 

The  day  to  day  administration  of  these  services  is  done  by  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  who  is  also  the  Council's  Housing  Officer.  The  City  Council  administer 
the  Warden  and  other  welfare  services  on  behalf  of  the  Truro  Municipal  Charities  to 
their  newly  built  Almshouses.  Fifteen  wardens  are  employed  to  look  after  241  flats, 
bungalows  and  bedsitter  flatlets  occupied  by  old  or  disabled  people.  Thirteen  wardens 
live  in  one  bedroom  old  people's  units  of  accommodation  and  two  are  in  purpose 
built  two  bedroom  warden's  dwellings.  In  planning  the  1972/73  building  programme 
of  sheltered  housing  the  Housing  Committee  agreed  to  provide  a  two  bedroom 
Warden's  flat  to  each  new  block.  This  policy  will  not  take  away  a  dwelling  designed 
to  be  occupied  by  an  old  person  and  will  give  a  wider  choice  in  the  appointment  of 
Wardens.  There  are  sixteen  groups  of  dwellings  of  3  to  38  units.  The  welfare  services 
cover  wardens,  telephones  and  push  bell  systems,  garden  maintenance,  window 
cleaning,  laundry  and  meals  where  necessary,  internal  decoration  and  chiropody. 

The  planting  of  decorative  trees  in  open  spaces  around  old  people's  dwellings  by  the 
Parks  Superintendent  during  the  winter  will  improve  the  areas.  The  generous  grant 
by  the  Housing  Committee  of  monies  to  provide  a  call  bell  system  to  Festival  Gar¬ 
dens,  to  extend  141  call  bell  systems  to  bathrooms,  to  provide  immersion  heaters  to 
the  older  units,  to  complete  the  fire  precautions  advised  by  the  County  Chief  Fire 
Officer  and  to  provide  additional  handrails  and  bathrails  as  necessary  was  appreciated 
and  the  necessary  work  will  be  completed  in  1973. 

Concern  was  felt  by  the  Housing  Committee  that  the  lack  of  heat  throughout  an  old 
people's  dwelling  could  endanger  health  and  whilst  it  was  of  the  opinion  that  its 
district  heating  system  for  the  new  thirty-two  flats  at  Baynards  Close  was  a  step  in 
the  right  direction  in  that  it  reduced  heating  and  hot  water  costs  and  took  the  worry 
of  the  cost  of  whole  dwelling  heating  away  from  the  tenant,  the  Committee  also 
wished  to  take  into  account  the  views  of  the  tenants  who  would  be  affected  by  any 
changes.  Two  reports  from  your  Officer  were  considered  after  the  opinions  of  the 
majority  of  tenants  had  been  collated. 

Late  in  the  year  a  start  was  made  on  the  building  of  twenty-four  old  people's  dwellings 
and  Warden's  accommodation  at  St.  Clement  Street  and  by  the  end  of  1974  there 
will  be  304  units  of  Sheltered  Housing  in  the  City  area. 

There  was  an  expenditure  of  approximately  £1 1 ,570  in  1972/73  and  an  estimate  of 
£12,625  for  1973/74  being  an  average  of  £52  per  dwelling. 

Disabled  Persons  Bungalows  and  Flats 

The  City  Council  now  has  6  bungalows  and  flats  for  disabled  persons  —  two  specially 
adapted  at  Rosedale  Estate  and  four  specially  designed  at  Baynards  Close.  The  plans 
to  build  three  specially  designed  dwellings  at  Trennick,  Malpas  Road,  for  families 
which  have  a  disabled  wheelchair  member  were  subject  to  continual  delays  in  1972 
and  the  Department  of  the  Environment  still  had  not  approved  the  design  by  the 
end  of  the  year. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


The  administration  of  all  public  cleansing  services  in  the  City  is  the  responsibility  of 
your  Inspector. 

Employees 

These  services  had  an  establishment  of  24  men,  4  women  full-time  and  5  women  part- 
time. 

During  the  year  the  County  Council's  Work  Study  Officer  undertook  a  feasibility 
study  into  the  introduction  of  bonus  and  productivity  schemes  for  the  City  Council's 
manual  workers  and  advised  the  Council  that  such  schemes  could  be  worked  out  and 
introduced  to  the  benefit  of  the  employer  and  workers.  Accordingly  In  September 
the  County  Council  was  asked  to  undertake  the  introduction  of  such  schemes.  It  is 
expected  that  the  public  cleansing  services  will  be  work  studied  in  1973. 

Refuse  Collection 

Weekly  collections  are  made  from  5,372  dwellinghouses  and  from  daily  to  weekly  at 
nearly  600  trade  premises.  A  kerbside  collection  is  in  operation  with  3  full-time 
vehicles  and  crews  of  3  collectors  and  a  driver  together  with  a  fourth  vehicle  to 
make  special  collections  of  refuse,  collect  street  sweepings  and  cover  breakdowns  of 
of  the  other  three.  A  new  50  cu.  yd.  Revopak  vehicle  was  received  In  October  and 
monies  for  a  similar  vehicle  to  be  delivered  at  the  end  of  1973  were  placed  In  esti¬ 
mates.  The  existing  four  vehicles  were  purchased  in  1972,  1971,  1967  and  1965.  The 
City  Council  will  hand  over  to  the  new  authority  in  1974  a  reasonably  new  fleet  of 
vehicles  capable  of  economically  transporting  refuse  to  tips  outside  the  present  City 
area. 

Trade  refuse  charges  were  increased  during  the  year  from  £1.56  to  £1.70  per  bin 
per  weekly  collection  throughout  the  year.  Traders  have  one  bln  emptied  free  each 
week  and  have  to  pay  for  the  remainder  unless  they  take  their  refuse  to  Newham  Tip 
where  it  is  received  free  of  charge. 

The  City  Council  collects  refuse  on  behalf  of  Truro  Rural  District  Council  in  part  of 
the  village  of  Malpas. 

Refuse  Disposal 

The  Council  operates  a  partially  controlled  refuse  tip  at  Newham  on  the  edge  of 
Calenick  Creek  where  low  lying  ground  is  being  raised  to  the  height  of  the  adjoining 
sewage  works.  The  area  of  ground  at  Newham  which  can  be  used  for  tipping  dimin¬ 
ishes  rapidly.  The  Truro  Rural  District  Council  tips  refuse  from  certain  of  its 
parishes  at  Newham.  The  Council  still  hires  a  tracked  mechanical  shovel  for  use  on 
the  tip. 
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Anticipating  the  cessation  of  tipping  refuse  at  Newham  by  the  end  of  March  1974 
at  the  very  latest  the  City  Council's  Parks  Department  took  delivery  of  300  young 
trees  which  are  to  be  planted  around  the  tip  and  between  the  tip  and  the  sewage 
disposal  works  in  the  winter  of  1973, 

Progress  towards  the  acquisition  of  the  Wheal  Maid  site  in  the  Rural  area  for  tipping 
on  a  joint  user  basis  with  the  Rural  Council  and  Falmouth  and  Penryn  Boroughs  was 
still  complicated  by  mining  interests  and  it  appears  unlikely  that  this  area  will  be 
available  before  the  end  of  1974.  Discussions  between  officials  of  the  County  Council 
and  local  Councils  as  to  tipping  arrangements  after  1st  April,  1974  are  now  in 
progress. 

Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967 

Newham  Tip  is  designated  as  the  place  within  Truro  City  where  residents  may  de¬ 
posit  household  refuse  free  of  charge.  The  tip  is  kept  open  on  Saturday  mornings 
for  the  convenience  of  householders. 

Street  Cleansing 

This  service  is  carried  out  by  4  street  orderlies  (very  rarely  up  to  strength)  and  a 
Johnston  Brothers  mechanical  suction  road  sweeper.  The  length  of  County  (16.05 
miles)  and  City  roads  (21.45  miles)  swept  is  37.50  miles.  Three  street  orderlies  work 
within  the  inner  circuit  road  and  the  fourths  orderly  picks  up  litter  from  footpaths  on 
the  route  of  the  mechanical  sweeper.  During  the  winter  the  Public  Health  Committee 
discussed  the  renewal  of  existing  litter  bins  and  the  provision  of  further  bins.  There 
are  already  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  litter  bins  in  the  City  area  mostly  concen¬ 
trated  in  the  shopping  streets.  Difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  finding  a  bin  of 
suitable  design.  Lamp  post  bins  are  out  of  favour  and  most  pavements  are  not  wide 
enough  for  free  standing  bins. 

Like  most  of  the  pollution  of  our  environment  the  untidiness  caused  by  litter  is  self- 
inflicted  and  the  present  anti-litter  laws  are  ineffective. 

Cesspool  and  Street  Gully  Cleansing 

407  cesspools  and  26  sludge  pits  were  emptied  during  the  year  and  802  loads  disposed 
of.  The  number  of  hours  spent  emptying  street  gullies  increased  from  640  hours  in 
1971  to  713  hours  in  1972.  Road  gullies  throughout  the  town  are  now  emptied 
three  times  a  year  and  the  danger  spots  for  flooding  are  dealt  with  more  frequently. 
Cesspit  emptier  sewage  is  discharged  into  lagoons  at  Newham  Tip.  These  facilities 
are  shared  by  the  Rural  District  Council.  It  was  alleged  by  the  River  Authority  that 
the  contents  of  the  lagoons  leaked  into  the  river  and  caused  pollution.  As  the  lagoons 
are  reaching  the  end  of  their  useful  life  the  Public  Health  Committee  has  asked  its 
Consulting  Engineers  to  examine  ways  and  means  of  disposing  of  sewage  sludge  and 
cesspool  effluents. 
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Public  Conveniences 


There  are  8  conveniences  for  ladies,  8  for  men,  1  each  for  boys  and  girls  and  1  urinal 
in  the  City  area.  They  are  cleaned  by  5  full-time  and  5  part-time  attendants.  There 
are  2  closet  compartments  at  The  Green  Conveniences  adapted  for  ambulant  disabled. 
Conveniences  at  the  Moorfield  Multi  Storey  Car  Park  provide  facilities  for  wheel 
chair  disabled.  Further  conveniences  are  being  planned  by  private  developers  at  the 
new  St.  Clement  Street  Multi  Storey  Car  Park  which  will  be  completed  in  1973.  It 
is  not  known  whether  the  City  Council  will  have  any  control  over  these.  It  was 
necessary  to  demolish  the  boys'  convenience  at  Hendra  Playing  Fields  because  of 
subsidence  and  a  re-arrangement  of  the  girls'  convenience  in  the  playing  fields  pro¬ 
vided  facilities  for  both  girls  and  boys.  A  proposal  to  erect  new  public  conveniences 
at  Victoria  Gardens  did  not  survive  estimates  because  of  the  restrictions  on  capital 
expenditure  but  they  are  needed  badly.  The  management  and  provision  of  all  public 
conveniences  was  transferred  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  in  July. 


RODENT  AND  PEST  CONTROL 


Rats  and  Mice 

Properties  inspected  specifically  for  rodents  210 

Premises  found  to  be  infested  with  (1)  rats  161 

(2)  mice  14 

Visits  made  by  rodent  operative  290 

Visits  made  by  your  Inspectors  to  infestations  42 


No  charges  are  made  for  work  carried  out  on  private  dwellinghouses. 

On  1st  January  1972  all  rodent  and  pest  control  together  with  the  culling  of  pigeons 
in  the  City  Centre  was  contracted  out.  In  May  1972  sewer  manholes  were  treated 
with  Fluoracetamide  with  good  results.  The  free  service  to  householders  for  the 
eradication  of  ants  was  discontinued  during  the  year. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

21 1  inspections  of  drainage  systems  were  made. 

The  following  work  was  completed  in  1972: 

Modernisation  of  the  Newham  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

Sewering  of  Upper  School  Lane 

Provision  of  storm  water  sewer  to  Kenwyn  Road  area 

Scheme  approved  by  Department  of  the  Environment  but  not  started: 
Sewering  of  Malpas  village 


20. 


The  following  work  was  in  hand 


Works  to  alleviate  flooding  in  the  Ferristown  area 

An  investigation  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  of  all  City  Centre  sewerage 
systems 


INDUSTRIAL  HYGIENE 

One  hundred  and  one  factories  are  registered  and  only  6  inspections  were  made  following 
an  inspection  of  all  of  them  in  1969.  Four  contraventions  were  found  and  remedied  with¬ 
out  recourse  to  prosecution.  Details  are  in  Appendix  III  on  page  26. 

One  outworker  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Twenty -six  premises  were  registered  during  the  year  giving  a  total  of  455.  148  general 
inspections  and  a  total  of  571  inspections  were  made.  Informal  notices  were  served 
for  136  contraventions  of  the  Act.  Nine  accidents  were  reported  and  investigated. 

None  were  fatal.  225  contraventions  were  remedied.  Details  of  inspections,  etc.,  are 
in  Appendix  IV  on  page  27. 

The  demolition,  rebuilding  or  wholesale  renovation  of  offices  and  shops  in  the  City 
centre  is  still  proceeding  and  your  Public  Health  Inspectors,  working  in  close  collab¬ 
oration  with  the  Building  Inspectors  of  the  City  Surveyor's  Department,  endeavour  to 
ensure  that,  from  the  planning  stage,  all  regulations  are  complied  with. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk 

70  Distributors  of  milk  are  registered  with  the  City  Council.  The  arrangement  whereby 
the  Cornwall  County  Council's  Public  Health  Department  samples  in  the  City  area, 
pursuant  of  the  power  of  granting  licences,  continued. 

Details  of  samples  taken  by  the  County  Council  are: 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Pasteurised  Milk  6  — 

Untreated  Milk  —  — 


Ice  Cream 

84  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  one  premise  using  a  soft  ice 
cream  machine  is  registered  as  a  manufactory.  Forty-five  samples  were  taken  and 
graded  as  follows: 

Grade  I  -  41  Grade  11-2  Grade  III  -  2  Grade  IV  -  0 
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Clotted  Cream 


Forty-one  samples  of  cream  were  taken  during  the  year.  Thirty-nine  were  completely 
free  of  bacteria.  Bearing  in  mind  that  most  of  the  foods  we  eat  contain  bacteria  within 
permissible  limits  these  results  are  extremely  good. 

Complaints  relating  to  Food 

The  Council  dealt  with  the  following  complaints  from  the  public; 

Paper  label  inside  canned  chicken 

White  spots  on  liver 

Granite  chips  in  pasty 

Wire  in  meal 

Foreign  body  in  rolls 

Foreign  body  in  bread 

Fly  In  tinned  tongue 

Sausage  meat  unfitness 

Baby  food  unfitness 

After  thorough  investigation  and  discussion  by  the  Public  Health  Committee  severe 
warnings  were  issued  in  respect  of  all  but  the  last  two  complaints  which  were  not 
proved. 

Condemnation  of  Food 

347  certificates  were  issued  for  the  voluntary  surrender  of  13,  110  lbs  of  unsound 
food  from  shops  and  warehouses  in  the  City.  4,090  lbs  of  diseased  meat  were  con¬ 
demned  at  the  slaughterhouse. 

Meat  Inspection 

2,057  animals,  mostly  sheep  and  pigs  were  killed  at  one  private  slaughterhouse  in 
the  City  area. 

Details  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned  are  in  Appendix  V  on  page  28. 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  plants  in  the  City  area  but  your  Inspector  and  his 
Deputy  are  authorised  officers  under  the  Slaughter  of  Poultry  Act,  1967. 

Registration  and  Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

There  are  185  food  premises  in  the  City  plus  a  minimum  of  100  bed  and  breakfast 
houses.  Details  of  these  premises  in  categories  of  trade  are  in  Appendix  VI  on  page  29. 
Eleven  premises  are  registered  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  potted,  pickled 
or  preserved  foods.  206  inspections  of  food  premises  were  made.  The  premises  of  all 
who  advertise  food  and  accommodation  in  the  official  handbook  of  the  City  or 
through  the  Enquiry  Bureau  are  inspected.  4  defects  were  remedied  in  food  premises. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  City  is  served  by  the  South  Cornwall  Water  Board,  the  supplies  being  mainly  from 
the  stream  source  at  Tregurra  but  part  comes  from  Stithians  Treatment  Works. 

The  pH  value  of  the  raw  water  at  both  sources  is  in  the  order  of  6.8  to  7.2  and  the 
final  treated  water  to  supply  is  in  the  order  of  8.2  to  8.6 

At  Tregurra  the  treatment  is  by  alumina  ferric  coagulant  and  lime  and  by  sediment¬ 
ation  tanks  follwed  by  pressure  filtration.  At  Stithians  the  coagulant  is  ferric  sulphate 
and  the  filtration  is  by  rapid  gravity.  At  both  sources  sterilisation  is  by  chlorine. 

The  bacteriological  and  chemical  quality  of  the  water  supplied  to  the  area  is  satisfactory. 
62  samples  were  taken  by  your  Inspectors  in  1972  and  all  were  satisfactory.  The  Board 
took  64  samples  between  1st  April  1972  and  31st  March  1973.  The  water  is  not 
plumbo  solvent  and  analyses  show  that  the  fluoride  content  is  approximately 
0.1  mg/1 . 

The  rural  area  of  New  Mills  and  Boscolla  is  for  the  first  time  being  served,  this  made 
possible  by  Grants  obtained  under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Acts  and 
deficiency  payments  by  the  City  Council.  New  housing  estates  within  the  City 
boundary  have  been  provided  with  mains  and  connections  where  necessary.  The 
booster  for  Trelander  estate  has  been  overhauled  and  the  booster  at  Tregurra  Lane 
replaced  by  a  large  one  on  Tregurra  Parc  development. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH 
Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  City  area. 

Caravan  Sites 

One  large  site  licensed  for  80  residential  caravans  and  4  other  individual  sites  are 
licensed  under  the  Caravan  Sites  Act,  1960.  All  but  a  few  of  the  caravans  reach  a  very 
high  standard.  Almost  all  have  sinks  connected  to  the  drainage  system  and  water 
taps  within  the  caravan.  Almost  half  have  their  own  private  water  closet  and  almost 
a  quarter  their  own  slipper  bath. 

Swimming  Pools 

Swimming  Pool  waters  were  tested  at  three  private  schools  by  your  Inspectors  for 
free  and  residual  chlorine  and  pH  value.  The  Municipal  Swimming  Pool  opened  in 
November  1972. 

Pet  Animals  Act  1951 

Two  pet  shops  are  licensed  under  this  Act. 
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Nuisances 


Ninety -eight  nuisances  were  abated  informally  during  the  year. 

Burial  of  Poor  Persons 

One  burial  was  arranged  in  September. 

Clean  Air  Acts 

One  boiler  plant  and  chimney  stack  was  approved. 

Mortuary  Facilities 

Discussions  took  place  between  representatives  of  the  City  Council's  Public  Health 
Committee,  the  Cornwall  County  Council,  the  Rural  District  Council  and  the  Cornwall 
Hospital  Management  Committee  on  the  need  for  improved  mortuary  facilities  in  the 
area. 

Fouling  of  Footpaths 

The  flagrant  disregard  for  the  byelaw  which  prohibits  the  fouling  of  footpaths  by 
dogs  was  discussed  by  the  Public  Health  Committee  several  times  during  the  year. 
Paper  notices  under  the  Byelaws  are  available  free  of  charge  from  the  Public  Health 
Inspector's  office  to  any  person  who  wishes  to  exhibit  them.  The  Public  Health 
Committee  adheres  to  its  firm  intention  to  prosecute  on  evidence  being  given  and 
authorised  the  Town  Clerk  to  do  so. 

Vandalism 

The  City  Council  endeavours  to  provide  a  wide  variety  of  services  of  as  a  good  a  stan¬ 
dard  as  economically  possible.  It  is  discouraging  to  reckon  up  the  cost  caused,  by  a 
small  minority,  by  theft,  damage  and  defacement  of  public  facilities.  The  actions  of 
a  few  deprive  the  many  of  top  class  services  and  there  is  no  doubt  that,  given  the 
necessary  evidence,  the  Council  will  prosecute  and  press  for  heavy  penalties. 
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APPENDIX  I 


INSPECTIONS  MADE 


Dwellinghouses  inspected 

228 

Swimming  pools  visited 

45 

Council  houses  inspected 

125 

Visits  to  Shops  and  Offices 

571 

Visits  re  rehousing 

457 

Visits  re  Welfare  Services 

30 

Visits  re  Public  Cleansing 

890 

Food  Premises  inspected 

206 

Clean  Air  Act  Visits 

3 

Factories  inspected 

6 

Public  Conveniences  inspected 

62 

Visits  re  nuisances 

158 

Visits  re  drainage  work 

211 

Caravan  sites  inspected 

11 

Visits  re  rodent  and  pest 

Hackney  Carriages  inspected 

29 

control 

42 

Dangerous  structures  inspected 

22 

Miscellaneous  inspections 

102 

Rivers  and  Streams  inspected 

3 

Pet  Shops  inspected 

4 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouse 

332 

Water  supplies  inspected 

122 

Visits  re  burials 

1 

Infectious  Diseases  enquiries 

25 

APPENDIX  II 

IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED 


Housing 

952 

Public  Health 

98 

Shops  and  Offices 

225 

Factories 

4 

Food  Premises 

4 
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APPENDIX  Mi  (reference  page  21) 
INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 
Inspections 

1 .  Factories  in  which  sections  1 ,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

6 

— 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which  section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

85 

4 

3.  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  (excluding  outworkers' 
premises) 

10 

2 

TOTAL 

101 

6 

Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness  (s.1) 

2 

2 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (s.4) 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (s.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 
Offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

4 

4 

1  case  was  referred  by  Her  Majesty's  Factory  Inspector. 
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APPENDIX  IV  {reference  page  21 ) 


REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  Premises 


Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the  year 


Number  of 
registered 
premises 
at  end  of  year 


No.  of  Registered 
premises  receiving 
a  general  inspection 
during  the  year 


Offices 

10 

215 

41 

Retail  shops 

14 

174 

68 

Wholesale  shops  and  ware- 

houses 

— 

34 

23 

Catering  establishments  open 

to  public,  canteens 

2 

28 

16 

Fuel  Storage  Depot 

— 

4 

— 

TOTAL 

26 

455 

148 

Analysis  of  Contraventions 

Section 

No.  found 

Section 

No.  found 

4  Cleanliness 

2 

13  Sitting  Facilities  (Shops) 

7 

5  Overcrowding 

2 

15  Eating  Facilities 

1 

6  Temperature 

18 

16  Floors,  passages,  stairs 

10 

7  Ventilation 

12 

20  Health  and  Safety 

5 

8  Lighting 

5 

24  First  Aid  Kits 

15 

9  Sanitary  Conveniences 

23 

50  Information  of  Employees  14 

10  Washing  Facilities 

9 

Others 

1 

1 1  Supply  of  Drinking  Water 

6 

12  Clothing  Accommodation 

6 

TOTAL 

136 

Analysis  by  Workplace  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises  at  end  of  Year 

Class  of  Workplace 

No.  of  persons 
employed 

Offices 

1,692 

Retail  Shops 

1,317 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

270 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

203 

Canteens 

17 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

14 

Total  Males  —  1 ,588 

Total  Females  —  1,925  Total 

3,513 

APPENDIX  V  (reference  page  22) 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  1972 


Cattle 

including 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  killed 

252 

31 

999 

775 

No.  inspected 

252 

31 

999 

775 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

142 

— 

393 

276 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Cysticerosis: 

(a)  Carcases  detained  in  deep 
freeze 

(b)  Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
organ  was  condemned 

or 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Weights  of  diseased  meat 
condemned 

2,453  lbs. 

— 

1,063  lbs. 

574  lbs. 

28. 
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FOOD  PREMISES  IN  CATEGORIES  OF  TRADE 


Category 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1970 

No. 

Number 

complying 

with 

Reg.  18 

Number  to 

which 

Reg.  21 
applies 

Number 

complying 

with 

Reg.  21 

Grocers 

35 

35 

35 

35 

Mixed 

11 

11 

10 

10 

Confectioners 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Sweets 

6 

6 

3 

3 

Butchers 

10 

10 

10 

10 

School  Canteens 

17 

17 

17 

17 

Office  and  Factory  Canteens 

12 

12 

12 

12 

Chemists 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Wholesale  Warehouses 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Wines  and  Spirits 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Wet  Fish  Shops 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars 

23 

23 

23 

23 

Bakehouses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Licensed  Premises 

26 

26 

26 

26 

Flotels 

7 

7 

7 

7 

TOTALS 

185 

185 

181 

181 

Regulation  18:  requires  suitable  and  sufficient  wash  basins  with  hot  and  cold  water 

(or  temperature  controlled  hot  water)  soap,  nail  brushes,  towels, 
etc.  Where  no  open  food  is  handled  cold  water  is  sufficient. 

Regulation  21 :  requires  suitable  and  sufficient  sinks  with  hot  and  cold  water  (or 

temperature  controlled  hot  water)  except  in  certain  circumstances, 
together  with  soap,  cloths  and  cleaning  and  drying  facilities. 
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